
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s 
mystical, practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “Wisdom,” is the second 
sermon in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
     5:00 p.m.  Kids for Christ
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
     5:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups     
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Academy Ministry: LOOKING For Change at the Academy
    The Academy is LOOKING at some upcoming changes this 
year. The board has approved the new calendar for 2016/2017, 
and we will have a longer school year! We will follow AISD’s 
schedule, which is a few days longer than our previous year’s 
schedules. We are hoping this will meet a need for working 
families. Another change for the upcoming school year will be 
the addition of teams. We will be forming four teams, consisting 
of two board members, two staff members, two parents and two 
church members on each team. The teams will include Meet 
the Teacher (Summer, August 16th), Teacher Appreciation 
(some during the year and more at the end of the school year), 
Holiday Parties, and Spring Fling (March, April or May). Will 
you prayerfully consider volunteering? This is an opportunity 
to serve in our mission field, meet some new people and 
deepen our relationships with the community. Please call me 
at (325)439-0230 or email me at mdo@aldersgateabilene.org to 
sign up for a team. — Carol Rogers



      Last weekend, a group of students from our college ministry traveled to San Antonio for a day of service 
at Providence Place (formerly known as Methodist Mission Home). Our group left Abilene late on Friday 
afternoon and spent the night on a ranch just outside of Junction. The evening was spent cooking out, 
enjoying s’mores and getting to know one another. The next day, we woke up early so we could drive to 
Providence Place to get busy painting, weeding, trimming, mowing and cleaning up the outside of the chapel. 
The chapel has undergone some recent renovations in order to make it more beautiful as well as up-to-date 

with local codes and ADA requirements. 
I am so proud of the seven students who 
went on this trip. They worked tirelessly 
all day, took great initiative in completing 
the project list and had a little fun at the 
same time. After we cleaned up from 
our work, we took time that evening to 
enjoy some good food on the Riverwalk. 
On Sunday morning, we joined Travis 
Park UMC for their 9:15 worship service 
before getting back on the Interstate to 
head home. I am really glad to have spent 
the weekend alongside these students and 
I look forward to doing it again soon. 
— Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Serving With Our Students

   Thank you, thank you to all the 
servants who helped make our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt a success! 
The weather couldn’t have been 
more beautiful, and the children 
loved collecting the Easter eggs. One 
dad said he timed the hunt, and it 
took a grand total of 2 1/2 minutes! 
Afterwards, a wonderful picnic 
lunch was enjoyed by all. For all the 
people who donated eggs, helped fill 
and scatter them, helped set up and 
serve lunch, grilled the hotdogs and 
cleaned it all up afterwards: Thank 
you! We truly could not have had 
such a wonderful time without all of 
you! —Alayna Brooks

Children’s Ministry: Thank You For The Egg-celent Hunt



The Breath of God: Wisdom
Daniel 1:15-20

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Hungry, Tired, STRESSED, Rejected, Alone

Being Led By the Spirit (Romans 8:14)

The Wisdom of Daniel – “Ten Times Better”

 - The Spirit in Him (Daniel 4:8-9, 18 5:11-12, 14, 6:3, Job 32:8)

 - Commitment to Humility and Simplicity (Daniel 1:3-16)

 - A Passion for learning (Daniel 10:12)

 - A Life of Prayer (Daniel 6:10, 9:20-23)

What Would Others Say?

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 
                          and understanding that the Spirit gives –Colossians 1:9b



1.  Do you agree with the critique that Christians are often intolerant, judgmental, 
hypocritical, and/or homophobic? Please Explain. What one or two things could really 
help with these perceptions?

2. What really got your attention during this week’s sermon? Did you learn anything 
new?

3. Read Job 32:1-9. What surprising realization does Elihu come to? What do you 
assume makes some people wiser (up to ten times wiser) than others?  

4. Pastor Steve said, “It is clear that it is one thing for God’s Spirit to be in all places at 
all times, even in our nostrils and our lungs, but it is another thing to be led by the Spirit.” 
Do you agree? Please explain. Read Romans 8:14-17. What are the benefits of being led by 
the Spirit? Are there any drawbacks?

5. Throughout the book of Daniel, non-Israelites regularly affirm the presence of 
the Spirit of God in Daniel (4:8-9, 18 5:11-12, 14, 6:3). Is this surprising to you? What it 
would mean to you to have a non-Christian affirm the presence of God in you?

The Breath of God: Wisdom
Growth Group Questions 

Week 13: April 17 - April 23



Growth Group Questions Continued

6.      Pastor Steve talked about three different ways Daniel nurtured and cultivated the 
Spirit within him. Which one comes most naturally to you? Which one is the biggest 
challenge? Could the members of your Growth Group help in any way?

7. Jack Levinson, in his book, Fresh Air, writes, “Daniel doesn’t so much seek the spirit 
as settle into the spirit.He doesn’t crave direct and drastic displays of the spirit’s power so 
much as carve out space for the expanse of the spirit in the unseen crevices of his life. He 
doesn’t so much hunger for occasional outbreaks of spiritual power as for a simple life for 
the long haul.” What sticks out to you? What questions does it raise? Do you agree? Please 
explain.

8. How can your Growth Group be in prayer for you this week? Is there any area 
of your life you are particularly seeking wisdom? Close your group time by praying the 
ancient Holy Spirit Prayer together.  

       Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send 

             forth  your Spirit and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

         O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 

               by the  same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations.

                                                        Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

 

   



Aldersgate Alive: Notes From Recipients 
     “Dear Aldersgate Neighbors, Thank you for your thoughtful and generous gift bag and for the personal touch 
of ‘special delivery’ and homemade cookies, too! Christ’s love was spread throughout our neighborhood. What 
a blessing! P.S. We look forward to sharing in the community garden when we are able. Thank you!!”
   “Thank you for the gift sent as a neighbor. It is much appreciated. Also, the family who brought it was so 
gracious and kind. You are very thoughtful and giving. One knows you are with God and His teachings.”
    “Thank you so much for your bag of goodies. But most of all, I wish to thank your church for having such a 
ministry. Although I am housebound, I will pray for the community garden. It serves a great need!”
    “Thank you so very much for the wonderful neighbor gift! I love the garden idea and thank you for 
making it a blessing and available to me. Bob visited me while I was watching St. Paul (what I normally do 
on Sundays). God bless you for going about HIS work in a non-traditional way. It’s great to see that you 
reached many people with this one simple Christian kindness.”
    “Last Sunday morning after returning from an early church service, I received a wonderful surprise. A 
nice gentleman from your church gave me many useful gifts. How sweet a gesture from someone you’ve never 
met, such a sweet thing! May the Lord bless each one of you who were involved in this. Our neighborhood is 
so blessed to have such love that could only come from God. Your community garden is beautiful to behold. I 
cannot thank you enough for the love you have shown our neighborhood. May the Lord bless you and keep you 
for such generosity.”
    “Just a note to say thank you for the care package that was left on our front porch on April 3rd. We 
appreciated it so much, and it was so sweet and thoughtful of you to share. God is so good to each of us, 
and that was your way of sharing with others. God bless each one of you for sharing Christ to others. P.S. 
We do attend church at Wylie Baptist Church and have for many years. We were the first to marry there 67 
years ago.” 

Aldersgate Alive: Thank You!
   Thanks to your leadership, April 3 was a joyous, 
happy, invigorating morning. As I read through the 600 
plus delivery cards, I thought you might like to hear a 
sample of the responses:
    “Just because? Oh my gosh, thank you: You’ve made 
my whole day! • God bless you, Sweeties. • Requested we 
give it to her next door neighbor who was in real need. 
• We are looking for a new church and will definitely be 
coming by. • I’m doing good; please give it to someone 
who needs it worse than me.”
     My all-time favorite response: “You got anything for 
cats?”

     Besides reaching our goal of connecting with every home in our neighborhood, we also invited them to 
festivities in our garden this summer. Aldersgate Alive was a success because of the work and prayer you put 
in to the event before, during and after. The old commercial could also be our theme — It is a gift that keeps 
on giving. I love each of you, and it was a joy to serve in mission with you. — Sally Villers



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           4.10.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $24,582.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $28,449.59
Received Year-to-Date = $229,010.53
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $15,078.56

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 235
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 172 

Total Worship Service Attendance = 407
Sunday School = 196

    There will be a retirement reception for Reverend Dr. Steve McElroy, who 
was an associate pastor here, on May 21, 2016 at St. Mark’s UMC, El Paso, TX. 
Please send pictures to include in the slide show or send salutations to Kathie 
McElroy at 6401 Belton Rd, El Paso, TX 79912, email to Kathie at KATSKYE@
ELP.RR.COM  or call her at 915-526-6584.



In the World       
by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

17 April: 2 Kings 23-25, Psalm 108
18 April: Isaiah 1-4, Psalm 109, 
 Video: Isaiah 1-39
19 April: Isaiah 5-8, Psalm 110
20 April: Isaiah 9-12, Psalm 111
21 April: Isaiah 13-17, Psalm 112
22 April: Isaiah 18-22, Psalm 113
23 April: Isaiah 23-27, Psalm 114

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

    Many of you have shown an interest in 
serving the students, families, teachers and 
staff at Bowie Elementary School. In the past 
year, we have served the teachers and staff 
breakfast, offered a hot meal during the Meet-

the-Teacher event, supported the 5th Graders in various ways, 
donated Christmas gifts to Bowie families and much more. Thank 
you! With every event, every missional effort, every expression of 
love, we are told by our friends at Bowie that our desire to walk 
through life with them makes such a difference in our community. It 
has been such a joy to share God’s love with our neighbors in these 
ways, and I am excited to announce many opportunities to do so as 
the 2015-2016 school year draws to a close.
    Teacher Appreciation Week
   Teacher Appreciation Week will take place during May 2-6, and 
we will be working with the Parent Teacher Association to show our 
gratitude to the teachers and staff of Bowie Elementary School for 
everything that they do for the children in our neighborhood. 
     End-of-the-Year Picnic
   On Thursday, May 19, the third annual Bowie End-of-the-Year 
picnic will take place at Bowie (2034 Jeanette) from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Friends from Aldersgate will work with the PTA to organize and run 
this fun celebration, which will include a hot dog meal, face painting, 
popcorn, cotton candy, bounce houses, a cake walk and much more! 
    Final 5th Grade Rewards
     On Monday, May 23, the 5th Graders from Bowie who have earned 
their reward for the final Six Weeks period will celebrate with a party 
at Prime Time Family Entertainment from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friends 
from Aldersgate are needed to assist the teachers, but really it is just 
a chance to have fun with the students! 
    Your time and energy are greatly appreciated as we prepare to wrap 
up the 2015-2016 school year with our friends at Bowie Elementary 
School. If you already have contacted me about volunteering, thank 
you! I will be in touch with details. If you have not yet signed up, 
I hope to hear from you soon! Please consider wearing your red 
Aldersgate Alive t-shirt when serving at these events. If you do not 
yet have a shirt or if you have any questions, please call me at (325) 
660-5017 or email me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 
Grace and Peace!


